Unit 3: Publishing ( Section 3.2.1

Student Activity 
Promoting Your Site – Meta Tags and Search Engines


Promoting Your Site
Project Overview

This activity will give you an understanding of how search engines locate relevant pages and rank them.  You will add markup to improve the probability that your pages will be ranked by a search engine.  

Enduring Understanding
Designing web sites is a constantly changing and evolving task involving a multitude of variables.  In planning, designing and creating web sites, designers must choose the line of best fit, working to meet the needs of everyone as best as possible.

Essential Questions
· Why would a business want to ensure their page is ranked by a search engine?
· Why is it important to understand how search engines work in order to determine a page’s rank?
Mastery Objectives
NWCET Web Development and Administration

The student will be able to:

C1 – Research content and information architecture

C6 – Update content

Directions
Access the following web sites and read the associated articles:


· " 

http://searchenginewatch.com/webmasters/article.php/2168031/

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://searchenginewatch.com/webmasters/article.php/2167961/" 

http://searchenginewatch.com/webmasters/article.php/2167961/

· http://searchenginewatch.com/webmasters/article.php/2167931/
Requirements
Open Word and answer the following questions.  Save the document in your web design folder.

Article 1: How Search Engines Work

1. What are the two types of search engines and how do they work?

2. What are the parts of a crawler based search engine?

3. List two differences between crawler based search engines.

Article 2: How Search Engines Rank Pages
4. Describe location and frequency when talking about how search engines will rank your page.

5. What is one reason why a search engine will penalize pages?

6. List and describe two “off the page factors” that search engines often employ.

Article 3: How to use HTML Meta Tags
7. What are Meta Tags?  Give a coded example.

8. Why is the title tag important for a web page?  How does a search engine use this title tag?

	Criteria
	Point Value

	Answers to questions from Article 1 demonstrate an understanding of how search engines work.
	

	Answers to questions from Article 2 demonstrate an understanding of how search engines rank pages.
	

	Answers to questions from Article 3 demonstrate an understanding of how to use Meta tags.
	

	No typos or grammatical errors
	

	Total:
	/


9. Describe the Meta Description tag.  Does Google support the Meta Description tag?

10. What is the Meta Keyword tag?  Do most search engines support it?  List two that do and two that do not support this tag.

11. Explain the Meta Robots tag.  Give a coded example of how it is used.
Product

By the end of this assignment, you should have completed the questions above.
Assessment

You will be graded on how well you meet the requirements including spelling and grammar of your writing.[image: image1.png]
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