Web Site Development

Unit Two: XHTML & CSS

The lessons in this unit introduce students to proper coding techniques using a text editor and following the current standards of XHTML 1.0 Strict.  Font tags are not included in these lessons or anywhere else in the unit, as the newest standards and browsers discourage their use.  Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) will be used for presentation – colors, font sizes etc.
	L#
	Lesson Title
	Activities
	Est. Time

	1
	XHTML Basics
	A presentation on the differences between html and xhtml.  Students add two more pages to their vacation site with the focus on writing XHTML that validates.   XHTML template provided.  Students also look at creating consistency between pages in a website.  
	2 hours

	2
	Color
	Students will explore the idea of color theory with a focus on using color in the design of web pages.
	2 hours

	3
	Intro to CSS
	Students will evaluate the what, why and how of Cascading Style Sheets (CSS).  Students start by reading through the CSS “How-to” section at the W3schools site and work through several examples. 
	1 hour

	
	
	OR 

Activities in Chapter 2 Lawrenceville Press Book pages 56-59
	1 hour

	4
	Typography & Color with CSS
	Students gain a further understanding of CSS with a focus on using fonts and colors appropriately. 
	1.5 hours

	
	
	OR 

Activities in Chapter 6 Lawrenceville Press Book Pages 213 - 243
	2 hours

	5
	Project:
Vacation Page Styles
	Students will style their vacation web site.  This activity will introduce students to writing CSS code.  This activity can be done in Dreamweaver Design Panel, although using the Code View is suggested.  
	2 hours

	6
	Document Layout
	Students are introduced to the idea of using XHTML code to create logical division in the code in preparation for positioning their page with CSS.
	1 hour

	7
	Project:

Portfolio Home
	Students create a simple home page that will be the first page of their portfolio site and act as a template for the rest of their portfolio site.  
	2 hours

	
	Total: 9-10 hours

	L#
	Lesson Title
	What to Know for the Exam



	1
	XHTML Basics
	1. Test questions are based on XHTML 1.0 strict.  Know the basic syntax rules for the language.

Example Question

Which of the following is true about the XHTML language?

A. Attributes can be upper or lower case

B. Attributes must be quoted

C. Attributes can be quoted or not

D. Attributes must be upper case

2. The number in the header tag tells the importance that particular header.  There should only be one <h1></h1> tag per page.  <h2></h2> tags can be used for main headings, h3 for subheadings, etc.  Never use a header just because you want it to display a certain size.  Use css to change how the header displays.

Example Question:

Which element tag would best be used as a subheading on a webpage?

A. <p>

B. <h1>

C. <h2>

D. <strong>

3.  Know how to properly nest and close tags with XHTML.  Know which tags are self closing and how to properly self close a tag (with a space before the />).

Example Question

Which of the following is a properly nested XHTML statement?

A. <p>Text that is <strong>important</p>.</strong>

B. <p>Text that is <strong>important</strong>.</p>

C. </p>Text that is </strong>important<strong>.<p>

D. <p>Text that is <strong>important<strong>.<p>

4. Comments come in handy when developing or leaving notes for later developers, know how to write them.

Example Question
Which is the proper way to write a comment in XHTML?
A.  <-- comment -->
B.  <!—comment -->
C.  // comment
D.  /* comment */


5. For accessibility purposes every <img> tag must have an alt attribute with a description on the image.  
An example question would ask how to properly write an image tag.  Make sure it includes the following elements: src attribute, alt attribute, and a self closing “ />” at the end.



Example Question

Which of the following is a properly nested XHTML statement?

A. <p>Text that is <strong>important</p>.</strong>

B. <p>Text that is <strong>important</strong>.</p>

C. </p>Text that is </strong>important<strong>.<p>

D. <p>Text that is <strong>important<strong>.<p>

6. Div and span tags are used to divide the page into sections.  Students should know that divs are block level elements and spans are in level elements.  Class and id attributes are used to identify a name of the section.  This provides semantic markup and allows for more control with css styling.

Example Question

What XTHML tag would a web developer use separate a page into header, main_content, and footer?

A. <span>

B. <div>

C. <table>

D. <section>

7. A document type declaration tells what “version” of XHTML the page is using.  It should be the first line of markup in an HTML page, and is required in every page.  Students are encouraged to use XTHML 1.0 strict.  Know what a DTD does, how and where it appears in a page. 

Example Question
What XHTML tag tells the version of html in which the web page was written?

A. <html>

B. <!doctype>
C. <ftd>
D. <http>
8. Know the elements that commonly appear in the head tag.  What goes in the head tag and why? 

Example Question
What XHTML tag would a web designer use to place a description of the page in the top of the browser window?
A. <head>

B. <body>

C. <name>

D. <title>
9. A good web designer uses a certain type of list because it properly matches the type of content he or she is placing in the list.  For example, if the order of the list is not necessarily important, use an unordered list.  If the order of the list is important, like, for example, when ordering the winners at the Olympics, use an ordered list.  A definition list should be used when one has a combination of terms and definitions, or even pictures and captions – like in a photo gallery.  DO NOT use a list just because you want numbers or bullets.  Use css to control the style.

Example Question

While list tag would a web developer use to markup a list where the order of the list was not important.

A. <ol>

B. <ul>

C. <dl>

D. <br />

10. Know how to properly write an anchor tag.  Types of anchor tags include internal and external.  Internal links may be further broken down into relative and absolute.  Relative internal anchor tags may link to another page within the same site or may link to another part of the same page (this second type is referred to as a named anchor or internal link).  External links are absolute.

Example Question
If you are on a website called “www.learn.com”, which of the following is an example of an external absolute link?
A.  <a href=” www.google.com>Google</a>

B. <a href=”http://www.google.com>Google</a>
C. <a src=”http://www.google.com>Google</a>
D. <a name=”http://www.google.com>Google</a>

** Other questions will ask students to identify other types of links and their proper format.



	2
	Color
	1. Know what hexadecimal is and how to write it.


Example Question
When would a web designer use hexadecimal notion when building a web site?
A.  To determine the width of a div

B.  To help a table be more readable

C.  To declare the document type 

D.  To assign colors in with CSS



	3
	Intro to CSS
	1. Know the syntax and rules for writing a CSS document.  This includes the anatomy of a CSS rule and knowing what properties and values are.

Example  Question
What punctuation would come between a property and value in a css rule?
A.  ;
B.  :
C.  {
D.  #

** Other questions will ask about similar CSS syntax
2. Know the three ways to apply css to a web page.

Example Question
What method of applying CSS is most commonly used on large sites that have common styles on each page?
A. Inline
B. Embed
C. Outside
D. External
3. If we don’t want blue and purple underlined links, we will have to know how to work with pseudo tags.  Make sure that students understand how to apply and work with pseudo-link properties.


Also know that the order does matter when writing pseudo link rules: link, visited, hover, active.


Example Question
Which pseudo-link class would a designer use to modify how a link looks when the user hovers over the link?
A.  a:link
B.  a:visited
C.  a:hover
D.  a:active

4. Comments come in handy when developing or leaving notes for later developers, know how to write them.

Example Question
Which is the proper way to write a comment in CSS?
A.  <-- comment -->
B.  /-- comment --/
C.  // comment
D.  /* comment */


	4
	Typography & Color with CSS
	Students gain a further understanding of CSS with a focus on using fonts and colors appropriately. 

	
	
	OR 

Activities in Chapter 6 Lawrenceville Press Book Pages 213 - 243

	5
	Project:
Vacation Page Styles
	Students will style their vacation web site.  This activity will introduce students to writing css code.  This activity can be done in Dreamweaver Design Panel or Code View.  
	2 hours

	6
	Document Layout
	Students are introduced to the idea of using XHTML code to create logical division in the code in preparation for positioning their page with CSS.
	1 hour

	7
	Project:

Portfolio Home
	Students create a simple home page that will be the first page of their portfolio site and act as a template for the rest of their portfolio site.  
	2 hours

	
	Total: 9-10 hours


