Unit 1: Web Design Introduction ( Section 2.1.5
Instructor Activity Plan
Working with Cascading Style Sheets (DD 8.4)

Working with CSS

Project Overview

Students will use the information gained in the previous activity and the information presented in DD 8.4 guide sheet to create an external style sheet in Dreamweaver and attach that style sheet to the existing pages of their vacation web site.
Enduring Understanding
Designing web sites is a constantly changing and evolving task involving a multitude of variables.  In planning, designing and creating web sites, designers must choose the line of best fit, working to meet the needs of everyone as best as possible.

Essential Questions
· How are external style sheets created in Dreamweaver?
· What are some of the benefits of using an external CSS?
Mastery Objectives
NWCET Digital Media

The student will be able to:

B4 – Design and evaluate user interface, visual appeal and functional design

Product

By the end of this assignment, students should have created an external style sheet that contains all the styles listed on the student page and is correctly attached to all pages in the vacation site.
Assessments
Assess the students using the rubric below.
	Criteria

	External style sheet containing ALL of the bulleted items

Body

· Background color (one of your colors from the previously selected color scheme)

· Font-family

· Color (one of your colors from the previously selected color scheme or black)

Heading tags

· Font-family

· Color (one of your colors from the previously selected color scheme)

· Font-size

· Alignment

· Other?

Link tags (including a:link, a:visited, a:hover)

· Color (must match color scheme)

· Decoration

· Other?

Footer (custom class)

· Font-size smaller

· Other?

Image Alignments (custom class)
· Alignments



	External style sheet is properly attached to ALL vacation pages

	Custom classes are correctly applied as needed
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Time to Complete


1 hour


Resources


Student Resources


2wd1_5s_cssdw.doc


8.04c_CreateStyleSheets.pdf





Web Resources


� HYPERLINK "http://www.w3schools.com/css/" ��http://www.w3schools.com/css/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.htmlhelp.com/reference/css/properties.html" ��http://www.htmlhelp.com/reference/css/properties.html�





	


Preparation


Create a sample practice page that you can use with the students.  


Familiarize your self with Dream-weaver’s CSS panel.








Differentiation


Modification


Use Notepad to create the external style sheet if you have not been using Dreamweaver for the HTML


Allow students to start with a predefined CSS template as provided by Dreamweaver.


Challenge


Have students create alternate style sheets that when switched change the color of the vacation web site.


Instructional Strategies


This lesson can be taught either in Code View or Design View.





Helpful Hints


When working with CSS, use existing tags as much as possible.  This strategy minimizes the number of classes that you need to apply to a page.  Use classes only when you want a specific section of the page to contain the desired style for that section.































