Unit 1: Web Design Introduction ( Section 1.1.1
Instructor Activity Plan
Good/Bad Design Features

Basic Principles of Web Design

Project Overview

Students will summarize a list of good and bad design features and use their summarization to find two sites that they consider well designed and two sites that are poorly designed.

Enduring Understanding
Designing web sites is a constantly changing and evolving task involving a multitude of variables.  In planning, designing and creating web sites, designers must choose the line of best fit, working to meet the needs of everyone as best as possible.

Essential Questions
· What are some rules of good design? 

· What features of web design should be avoided?

Mastery Objectives
NWCET Web Development and Administration

The student will be able to:

A1 - Gather data to identify customer requirements and capacity

A5 - Create and refine preliminary design or mockup

NWCET Digital Media
B4 – Design and evaluate user interface, visual appeal and functional design

Product

By the end of this assignment, you should have completed a summary of the good and bad features of web design and found four sites, two examples of good features and two examples of bad features of web design. 
Assessment
Grade the students on the following:

· Completeness of summary of the ratz.com/features site

· Selection, summary and supporting detail of the four selected sites
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Time to Complete


2 hours


Resources





Student Resources


1wd1_1w_pdesign.doc


1wd1_1d_pdesign.doc


1wd1_1w_pdesign.doc


Web Resources


http://www.ratz.com/features.html





Preparation





Differentiation


Modification


Complete the activity together as a class or in small groups rather than individually.


Complete the activity with the 1wd1_1w_pdesign_new.doc, rather than the original (the ratz.com site is becoming out of date for some designers – depending on your preferences for your student’s design)


Challenge


Have students write explanations of how they would correct the poorly designed sites.


Instructional Strategies


See Helpful Hints





Helpful Hints


The following terms are used on the Ratz site. Be prepared to explain/define them for your students:


Thumbnail images


Table borders


Frame scroll bars


Navigation


Subhead


Pull quotes


Resolution (640 x 460 pixels)


--Note: The resolution listed is out of date. The current standard for design is 760 x 420 pixels.


If the students are having trouble finding sites, use Google and search for “web design portfolio.”  The results are usually web design company portfolios that contain both good and bad examples.


Students often equate their interest in the site’s content with the design; that is, the higher their interest, the better they think the site is designed. Make the students aware of this fact so they evaluate sites more objectively!




























